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Wandering through the Library

| step through the entrance.
A hush gathers around me.
There are people here,

yet almost no voices.

Time moves differently in this place.

| drift between the shelves.

Right, then left, then another step.
| pause without meaning to.
Spines line up before me,

each one quietly calling to me.

| stop in front of a shelf.

There are familiar names,

and names | have never seen.
Beyond my reaching hand,

the words overlap in layers.

| pull out a book and read a few
lines.

| put it back.

Then | wander on to another shelf.

Upward, downward, deeper in, and
to the front.

My steps turn in directions | never
planned.

Before | know it,

my original purpose has slipped
away.

But | feel no unease.

Itis as if something is quietly guid-

ing me.

| cannot tell
whether | am choosing, or being

chosen.

Takao [fo

Whether | am reading, or being read.

For a moment, the boundary blurs.

In daily life, we search efficiently for
what we want.

We take only what we came for and
feel satisfied.

Or perhaps we search within the
confines of someone else’s design,
never noticing that our satisfaction

was part of their design.

A library is an inconvenient place.
To reach what you seek,

you must pass countless shelves.
Your eyes are caught by things that
should have nothing to do with your
purpose.

Your feet stray into unexpected
corners.

It takes time.

Yet from these detours, thought be-
gins to open.

As you take in the world around you,
you start to weave it back together
in your own way, and meaning be-

gins to form.

After wandering for a while, | sit
down.
Around me_are people bent over
books, people spreading out note-
books, people simply sitting in still-
ness.

Each one inhabits their own time,
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unobserved by anyone.
The act of thinking returns, quietly,

to my own hands.

Eventually, | leave the building.

| cannot yet putinto words what |
have gained.

But something is different from
when | arrived.

My vision feels a little wider,

and a small clearing has opened in

my thoughts.

That is what a library is.

You come searching for something,
encounter something else entirely,
and go home changed—just a little.
Something begins to move within

us, gently but surely.

You need no purpose.

Simply wander.

An unexpected encounter may be
waiting.

And it may lead you to a part of
yourself you had never noticed be-

fore.
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