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My experience with the libraries
at Tubingen University

in Germany

Dr. David Marutschke
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[ have studied International Business Administration (Faculty of Business and Economics) and
Japanese Studies (Faculty of Humanities) at the Eberhard Karls University of Tiibingen, Germany.
Tiibingen is a traditional university town in central Baden-Wiirttemberg, located 30 km south of
the state capital Stuttgart. The University of Tabingen was founded in 1477 by Count Eberhard
V and can look back to a history of more than 500 years. The historic town in Ttbingen is full of
buildings and streets that are associated with famous academics, such as Georg Wilhelm Friedrich
Hegel, Friedrich Wilhelm Joseph Schelling, Johannes Kepler and Wilhelm Schickard. About 28,000
students are living in Tabingen, which is more than one third of the town’s total population
of 86,000. City life is therefore very vibrant and exciting. In addition, 4,500 researchers and
scientists teach and research at the university’s seven faculties. The central library as well as the
faculty libraries play a key role in fostering literacy, learning and research activities.

These facilities changed a lot in the recent years and decades. They are not simply a place
where you can read and rent a book anymore, but they became interactive learning centers to
meet all/different kinds of needs and requirements of researchers, scientists and students from
various fields. In fact, the central library is not simply called a “library”, but an “information,
communication and media center” working together closely with the university’s center for data
progessing. Students usually use the libraries to prepare themselves for final exams, to review
literature and to write seminar papers and graduate theses. Meeting rooms are also very popular
to have group discussions and learning sessions. For me, the libraries were also important after
my graduation to conduct my PhD research, and I would like to take the opportunity to share
some of my experiences I made with them.

If you visit Tiibingen you will notice that there is no traditional campus. This was often a problem
when [ was a student, as the limited number of tables and meeting rooms in the central library
were often taken and booked already early in the morning. Especially during the busy time before
the final exams, it was not uncommon to see students sitting somewhere on the floor to learn or
work on their assignments. To prevent the everyday hassle to find a desk, I started to look for

smaller libraries, especially those operated by institutions with relatively few students enrolled.
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The institutional libraries at the department of psychology, philosophy and Japanese studies for
example were less crowded. The advantage of switching places regularly was not only to have
better access to a work desk but also to get new insights and ideas. I have stumbled upon several
interesting books which I would not have actively looked for in the central library. Especially the
library of the psychology department offered a collection of fascinating books which provided
unexpected and new insights even for me as a business student. After all, business administration
and psychology are very closely related, if you think about marketing and consumer behavior
(more specifically consumer psychology) related problems. Many students today are only going
to the library to pick up a book which they looked up online. I found it actually very useful also to
browse through the literature on location, for example when taking a break and walking around
the bookshelves just to clear your head.

A few issues remain at the faculty libraries related to the accessibility of books and other materials.
The majority of universities in Germany are public and do not require tuition fees. Furthermore,
faculties are required to have compulsory readings for any given class in stock as part of a non-
lending collection. This should ensure that students have access to the material who cannot afford
to buy it. However, some students would misplace these books on purpose or even hide them
somewhere within the library, just to secure access over a longer period of time.

Nevertheless, the library system in Tiibingen overall has improved significantly in the recent years.
You can now see online how many of the 1,200 work places are currently available throughout
the city (not even counting the desks at faculty libraries). Opening hours have become much more
aligned with the student and researcher needs as the central library is now open from 8 am to
midnight on weekdays, and from 10 am to 10 pm on weekends. Finally, the exterior and interior of
the central building was renovated a few years ago and offers much more relaxed atmosphere and
comfortable surroundings to the users.

The central library now counts 3.7 million entries (including magazines, books, dissertations,
databases etc.) and is the second biggest academic library in the state of Baden-Wiirttemberg.
In addition, Tiibingen is part of a system of German libraries which puts emphasis on building
specialized collections, such as a collection of East Asian and South East Asian literature. This
system prevents that all universities have to purchase the same extensive book stock and helps to
allocate the financial resources more efficiently. By offering inter-library loan services, students
and academics can easily borrow books even from distant places.

In conclusion, I can say that the libraries in Tiibingen nowadays provide optimal conditions for any
student, researcher of professor to get the necessary support needed for their teaching, learning,

and research missions.
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